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Conclusion 

Due to available sources, African diaspora history in the Indian Ocean requires different 
approach from the Atlantic counterpart. Slave narratives would be one of the important sources in 
this field. If so, the question is how we can use these sources. This leads us to the further question 
how we can connect individual experience to broader picture of African diaspora in this ocean. The 
dataset which I rely on in this paper has huge potential in terms of its size and reliability of 
testimonies. A significant feature of African population found in the dataset is large reproduction of 
the African bonded population in the Persian Gulf. While slave import from Africa ceased, local 
African population replaced. We need to admit that there was strong preference of African slaves in 
this region. The background of this preference is remained as a future question. However, the dataset 
shows high proportion of African pearl diver. It might be fair suspect that local understanding of 
physical strength of Africans which is suitable for pearl fishery would have been one factor to push 
this tendency. In order to prove this, it is required some other new sources. 
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African Migrants  

Involuntary Mi grants        
   Voluntary Migrants  

 

 

 

Invisible 

  Elite Military Slaves 
  Rulers 
  Scheduled Tribe status 
  Cultural Memories 

 

Visible 

 

Concluding Remarks 

The over-riding goal of this talk has been differentiating Indian Ocean African migration as 
far as possible from the Atlantic slave trade.  Demands for recognition can only be achieved by 
recovering the past.  If Africans have lived for hundreds of years in Asia, lack of interest in them 
cannot be attributed simply to the indifference of the host societies.  The crucial point here is the 
ability to absorb others.  In contrast to the Americas, North and South, in Asia the most striking 
difference is social mobility followed by conversion.  Assimilation took place within the Islamic 
World, though it is interesting to note that the pattern of social mobility consequent on conversion 
was also true of the Portuguese.  Speaking Portuguese and conversion to Roman Catholicism were 
prerequisites for assuming a Portuguese identity. 

Moreover, trade and religion went hand in hand even before European intervention.  
Islamic teachers followed Arab trade from the seventh century onwards.   Trade and Religion were 
interwoven with voluntary migration and slavery in ways which make it difficult to disentangle the 
two.  Following European intrusion, the slave trade became a means of obtaining manpower to run 
imperial enterprises.  Without a readily available supply of low cost labour, the high risk long 
distance spice trade would have been impossible. 

The borderline between slave descendant and free migrant is also not easy to establish given 
that migrations are centuries old and histories are fragmented.    Elite military slavery enabled 
Africans to make the transition from enslavement to positions of power and authority in India even 
within a single generation.  A few hundred Sidi elite in India remind us of their past prominent 
political role whilst the majority of Sidis were marginalised.  A few Sidis have been recognised as 
socially and economically disadvantaged and have been empowered with Scheduled Tribe status.  
But a lag occurs before these empowered Sidis can realise their entitlements.  Even the few Sidis 
who have managed to achieve Scheduled Tribe status, in recognition of their disadvantaged position, 
designed to empower them have found negotiating their way through powerful bureaucracies to be a 
slow process.  Scheduled Tribe status is akin to positive discrimination that was given in USA to 
African-Americans as a pump-priming measure to break out of a vicious cycle.   This is only the 
start of a way into what we now call Human Rights. 



http://books.google.com/?id=mdpcgy_aopwC


http://www.slavevoyages.org/tast/index.faces
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http://www.theborneopost.com/2012/02/02/india-china-japan-coordinating-in-anti-piracy-operations-updates/




http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx?relid=72914
http://meaindia.nic.in/interview/2006/01/25in01.htm
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Labour History of Africa  
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http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/33/16/1955285.pdf

