
ThylineToroitichOrgutetal./ElixirEdu.Tech.135(2019)53796-5379853796

Introduction
Reading is the process of identification,

interpretation and perception ofwritten orprinted
materials.Comprehensionistheunderstandingofthe
meaningofwrittenmaterialsandinvolvesconscious
strategiesthatleadtounderstanding(Tores&Constain,
2009). 

The teaching and learning of reading
comprehensionskillscallsfortheuseofappropriate
teaching and learning materials. KIE (2002)
recommendsteacherstousereadingmaterialsliketext
books,newspapers,magazinecutting,supplementary
readers,library books and charts to enrich their
teaching.Theshortageofinstructionalmaterialsmay
leadtopoorachievementinEnglishaslearnersarenot
exposedtoadequatereadingmaterials(SACMEQ,2008;
Gathumbietal.2014).

Throughthisperspective,therefore,therewasneed
to investigate on the availability of instructional
materialssuchasEnglishCourseBooks,Newspaper
Cuttings,Supplementary readers,charts,dictionaries
andinternetmaterials.
StudyObjectives

The objective ofthis paperwas to assess the
availabilityanduseofinstructionalmaterialsinteaching
ofEnglishreadingcomprehensionskillsforeffective
communication. 
ResearchQuestion

Thefollowingquestiongroundedthestudywhich
instructionalmaterialsareavailableand used inthe

teaching and learning of English reading
comprehensionskills.
RelatedLiterature

Effective learning of English reading
Comprehension skills cannot be possible without
accesstoinstructionalresourcematerials.Instructional
resourcematerialstherefore,canbeviewedinEnglish
learningcomprehensionskillsasamedium whichaids
learnersinclarifyingorsimplifyingsomeconceptsin
thelearningprocess(Twoli,2006).

Mackeyetal.(1979)citedinAjideh(2003)draw
severalinferencesinrelationtothematerialsforthe
activation ofbackground knowledge while Goodman
(1976)statesthatreadingisaselectiveprocessthat
involvespartialuseofavailableminimallanguagewas
selected from perceptualinputon the basis ofthe
reader’sexpectation.Asthispartialinformationisa
processed,tentativedecisionasreadingprogress.

The use of appropriate instructional resource
materialsin English reading comprehension skillsis
importantbecausetheyhelpholdthelearners’attention
andinterest.Theresourceschallengehelpthelearner
to recall,analyzeand synthesizewhat needsto be
taught(Miller,1990)ascitedin(Murunga,2013).This
view issupportedbyTwolietal.(2007)whoobserved
thatresourcematerialsareaidsthatteachersuseto
assistlearningandalsoincreaseinterestoflearnersin
thelearningprocess.
AvailabilityofInstructionalMaterials

Mutwol(2006)assertsthatlearningisstrengthened
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when thereareenough referencematerialssuch as
textbooksandteachingaids.Printedmediaintheform
ofnewspapersand magazinescanalso beused to
facilitatelearning(Aggarwal,2007).Teacherscanwork
withpupilstopreparenewspapercuttingsandprepare
booksthatlearnerscanreadandexchangewiththeir
fellowpupils.

ItisthereforetheprerogativeofteachersofEnglish
languageto availappropriateinstructionalresources
during
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theirinstructionalpractices(Minae,2004).Someofthe
instructionalresourcesthatteacherscanusetoteach
readingEnglishcomprehensionskillsarecoursebooks,
magazines,newspapers,supplementary readers and
thedictionary(K.I.E,2002).Thesameiseaisexpressed
byN’Namdi(2005)who furthernotes thatteachers
shouldbeprovidedwithalltheresourcematerialsthey
need to inviteinterestand stimulatethjeirdesireto
reading English comprehension skills.Windsay and
Knight(2007)holdasimilarviewthatteachersneedto
providelearnerwithavarietyofreadingmaterialsat
differentlevelsofdifficultyandreflectingtheteachers
theinterestandability. 
UseofInstructionalMaterials

Children learn how to express themselves and
followtheexpressionsofothersastheyread(Aggarwal
2007) further added that teaching reading
comprehensionskillswithoutusingbookisliketryingto
learnhow toswim withoutwaterK.I.Esyllabus(2002)
forlowerprimaryclassesstatesthatattheendofthe
course pupils should have acquired ability to
‘‘communicatefreelyfollow subjectcourseand text-
booksandreadforpleasureandenjoyment’’ifthisaim
istobeachievedtheteachersmustexposechildrento
alotofreadingmaterialswithinandoutsidetheschool.
StudyDesignandMethodology

ThisstudywascarriedoutinPublicPrimarySchool
within Keiyo North Sub-County in Elgeyo Marakwet
County.ThechoiceofKeiyoNorthSub-Countyforthe
studywas due to its low literacylevels in English
language(Uwezo2015)andlikemanyotherspartsof
theCountyitsperformanceinEnglishlanguageasin
many public primary schools atthe Kenya National
Examinationlevelhasbeenpoor(KNECreport2016).

Thestudyemployeddescriptivesurveydesign.This
considered appropriate since it would allow the
researcherscollectquantifiableinformationfrom the
sample(KomboandTromp2006citedinOcheraand
Munyasi,2013)thepopulationfrom whichthesample
forthisstudywasdrawnconsistedof8publicprimary
schooland16teachersofEnglishlanguage.

The researcher employed purpose sampling
techniquetoobtainarepresentativesampleofpublic
primaryschoolforthisstudy.Thistechniquewasused
becausetheresearcherwishedtoincludeonlythose
schools thatperform poorlyin English language at
KCPEinKeiyoNorthSub-CountyandAtlasian(2003)
recommendatleast10%to20%ofthetargetedPublic
PrimarySchoolswereselected so thatenoughtime
wouldusetocollectthedata.Thiswasatotalof16%
outof78publicprimaryschoolasshowninTable1
eventually30%ofthesampledschoolswereselectedby
simple random sampling technique for classroom
observation.Thechoiceof30% wasbasedonOrodho
(2008)recommendations.Atotalofeightschooland
eightlessonswereselectedforobservation. 

The totalnumberofteachers handling English
languageatstandardsevenwas161therefore10%was
16teachers.Thisnumberwasdividedamong8schools
thatresultedto2teachersperschoolselectedusing
simplerandom sampling.

Informationwascollectedusingquestionnairesfor
teachersandclassroom observationchecklist.These
researchinstrumentsweredesignedbytheresearchers
in line with the research objective and research
questions.Theteachers’questionnairesconsistedof
twosections;AandB.SectorAcapturedbiographical
information which was used to obtained teachers
highestacademicqualification,experiencedinteaching
thesubjectandtrainingbackground.

SectionB containedquestionsontheavailability
anduseofinstructionalmaterialsusedtoteachEnglish
readingcomprehensionskills.Theobservationchecklist
was used to get the kind instructionalmaterials
availableintheclassroom andhowtheywereused.The
researcherobservedoneEnglishlessonfrom eachof
thesampledeightschoolswhichlastedforaperiodof
35minuteseach.

Tovalidatethetestitems,thequestionnairewas
discussedwitheducationalresearchexpertsfortheir
inputandverification.Apilotstudywasconductedin
oneschoolinordertoeliminateitemsthatwouldhave
likelyelicitednoresponse.TheInstrumentwasthen
amended accordingly after piloting. A test-retest
strategy was to establish the reliability of the
instruments.The questionnaires were administered
withinaperiodoftwoweeks.Theresponsestothe
questionnaireswereassignednumeralvalues.totest
the reliability of the tools the researcher used
Cronbach’s Alpha.A Cronbach’s alpha of0.86 was
obtainedindicatingthattheresearchinstrumentswere
reliableandthereforeadoptedforthestudy.

Table1.SampleTable.KeiyoNorthSub-countyGrid
size

Division PublicPrimary

Schools

Sampled

Schools

Kamarin

y

42 8

Tambac

h

36 8

Total 78 16

Source:Researcher(2017)
ResultsandDiscussion

The studyinvolved 16 teachersoutofwhom 6
(37.5%)were primary one (P1)certificate holders,
5(31.25%) were holders of Diploma in Education
Certificate 3(18.8%)wereBachelorofEducationDegree
holderswhile2(12.5%)weremasterscertificateholders.

Thisstudythereforeconcludesthatmorethanhalf
(10)representing 62.5% oftheteachersin theSub-
Countyhave adiplomalevelofEducationandabove
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with these levels oftraining itis believed thatthe
teacherspossesssufficientknowledgeoninstructional
practiceskeytoteachingreadingcomprehensionskills
instandardseveninpublicprimaryschools. 
Availability ofMaterials Teaching English Reading
ComprehensionSkills 

Theresearchsoughttoinvestigatetheavailability
of materials for teaching English reading
comprehensionskillsinclassroom.Table2presents
theresults.

Theseresultsshow thatEnglishlanguagecourse
bookswerereportedtobeavailableandadequateby14
teachersrepresenting87.5%.

Table2.Availabilityofmaterials
Instructional
materials

Availableandadequate
f(%)

Availableandnotadequate
f(%)

Notavailable
f(%)

Results 

Englishlanguage
books

14(87.5) 2(12.5) 0(00) Availableandadequate

Newspapers  2(12.5) 4(25) 10(62.5) Notavailable
Supplementary
readers 

13(81.25) 3(18.75) 0(0.00) Availableandadequate

Charts  6(37.5) 9(56.25) 1(6.25) Availableandnot
adequate

Dictionaries  12(75) 3(18.5) 1(6.25) Availableandadequate
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This was followed by supplementary readers

reported by 13 respondents representing 81.25%,
dictionarieswereusedby12respondentsrepresenting
75%,chartsthen used 6 respondents representing
(37.5%)newspapercuttingwasusedby2respondents
representing12.5% andinternetmaterialsusedby1
respondentsrepresenting(6.25%).

Thereafterthe research soughtto establish the
availabilityofmaterialsusing classroom observation
checklistsrepresentedinFigure1.

Figure1.Availabilityofinstructionalmaterials.
DatarevealedaconcurrencewhereEnglishcourse

bookswerethemostavailableandadequateinschools
1,2,4,5and7butwereavailableandnotadequateinthe
remainingschools.

Itwasalsonotedthatsupplementaryreaderswas
alsoavailableandnotadequateinschools2,3,4and
7and available notadequate in school1,5,6 and 8.
Dictionaries was available and adequately used in
schools1,3and4onlywhileinschools2,5,6,7and8
were available and notadequatelyused in schools
2,5,6,7and8wereavailableandnotadequatelyused
newspapercuttingwasavailableandadequatelyusedin
schools1,5and7andavailable notadequateinschool
2,34and6whileitwasnoted thatinschoolthatIn
school8itwasnotavailable.Itwasalsonotedcharts
wereusedwereavailableandadequateinschools2,4,
7and8andavailableandnotnotedinschool1,3,5and
6.Therewerenointernetmaterialsinmajorityofthe
schoolsobservedvasthestudyrecordedonly4schools
asavailableandadequatewhiletheywerenointernet
materialsin majorityoftheschoolobserved asthe
studyrecordedonlyschool4asavailable andadequate
whiletheywereavailableandnotadequatein2other

schoolsnamelyschool1and6.
Conclusion

The resultofthis paperon the adequacy and
effectiveness confirm that most commonly used
materials in the teaching of English reading
comprehension skills is English course books were
available andadequateinclass.Thisisduetoheavy
relianceonsinglehandedlyEnglishcoursebooksand
dominatinglessonswith‘‘TalkandChalk’’whichhasnot
achieveddesiredresults.
Recommendations

Basedonthefindingsandconclusionthereofitis
recommended that besides course books and
supplementary readers,teachers should also use
newspaperscutting,magazinesandinternetmaterials
intheteachingofEnglishreadingcomprehensionskills.
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